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¥ourteen Words of\Undiluted Wi~
dom,

Among the many recent ulterances of
wisdom and expgrience which the dis-
cussion of rate regulation has elicited |
from practical railroad men, what is |
more to thé point than this briel sen- |
tence from an address delivered last |
month in Boston by Mr. Davip WILLCOX,
president of the Delaware and Hudeon

Company?

« polltical rate fixing would play havee generally,
and business by lawsult wouldl be iglolerable.” |

We commend to {he attention of the I
fenate committee the entire address
from which the foregoing sentiment is
extracted. Mr. WiLLcox's remarks on

powers of the Interstate Commerce Com- l
mission are not only distinguished by l
the epigrammatic quality here noted;
they are freightod with sanity, reason-

gbleness and common eense.

A Wezk Defeuse,

The memerandum with which Gov-
ernor Hicarys accompanjes his signa-
ture of the Stock Transfer bill is not a
document which he will wish to in lude
{n any selection of his public papers. His
given reasons for signing this indefensi-
ble measure are singularly disingenuous
and futile, It is true that *similar taxes |
are levied in other countries™; but they
are not levied on stock transactions of &
particular locality., A uniform tax nnl
all stock transfers may be econamically
bad as a tax on business, but at least there
{8 no injustice in its incidence,

“It is generally conceded,” mays the
Governor with the same disingenuous-
meas, “that the imposition of a like tax
by Congress during the Spanish war
did not drive business opt of the United
States.” That tax was not a “like” tax,
as Governor HIGGINS knows perfectly
well, It was a general tax, not one that
New York had to pay and Hoboken,
Bostea, Philadelphia or Chicago had
not to pay.

The Governor eranctions the imposi-
tion in peace of a tax cheerfully borne
a8 & war measure, extraordinary and
temporary. 1f such a tax is now neces-
sary it has been made by the

| $1,850,000.

the war.

extravagate of HRepublican State ad-
ministrations and Legislatures and their
unwillingness to let the people know, by
means of direct taxation, who is paying
the piper.

Governor H1aGINS closes his strange
paper with a blundering admission that
the stock transfer tax is “in some degree
experimental.” If it disappoints in the
amount of revenue which it producea‘l
or proves “inimical to the welfare of the
Btate,” he trusts that the present session
of the Legislature will create a tax and
fevenus commission 1o “suggest a more
equitable and productive substitute,”

With this ludicrous confession that he
approves a tax which may be hostia to
the welfare of the State, Governor Higains
ends a memorandum that should never
have been begun. He would have done
much better to sign and say nothing,

Our Trade in the Far Fast.

If our trade in the Far East maintains
its nt pace we may be able ere long
to refer to it as Commerce, with a capital
initial. American exporteto Asia for the
last three fiscal years stand thus:
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For the first eight months of the cur-
rent fiscal year our sales in that ares
‘ware $70,826,072.

The annunal importa of British India
approximate $350,000,000, Our beggarly
little $5,000,000 trade with that land just
about holds its own. It consists of
mineral oil, $2,220,000; manufactured
tobacco, $700,000; cotton cloth, $440,000;
electrical machinery, $197,000; clocks and
watches, $150,000; builders' hardware,
$143,000; cars, carriages, &c., $127,000;
agrioultural implements, $66,000; paper,
$567,000, and a variety of minor items
ranging from a few dollars up to $25,000
in amount to make up the remainder.
Doubtless some American goods find
their way to India by way of European
markets, but the volume of possible
trade, the variety of goods which we now
sell and the value of these goods point
clearly to a large fleld open to American
exploitation. We buy from that country
about five times as much as we sell to it.

The Btraits Settlements is another
market where we barely get a “look in.”
Bingapore and Penang buy and dis-
tribute about $1560,000,000 worth of goods
a year. Our sales in that market dur«
ing 1004 were a little less than $1,500,000,
Qur purchases wers nearly $15,000,000,
It Is time to make a change in the decimal
points in our export figures,

Our sales of $2,000,000 to the Dutch
East Indies in 1804 doubled those of 1903,
but we bought from them $19,500,000.
During the fiscal year 1004 our sales to
Hongkong were $10,400,000, an inorease
of 20 per cent. over the preceding year,
The eight months of the current year
shows a alight falling off,

The increase in our trads in that area
appears In Japan and China. On the
basis of eight months of the two fiscal
years our sales appear as follows:
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shows an increasé of $30,000,000
sales to China and $10,000,000 fn
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croat increase in the China account, As
there has been a falling off in some items
it would be necessary to account for an
incrense of more than $20,000,000 in the
total of other items, A part of it ap-
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Kt I far submitted do not permit an analysis Y conditions is now expected, although a
W 2 g | which shows clearly the source of this ! little time may be required in a process

of adjustment. A recently lssued de-
cree put into eTect a measure paassed by
the Mexican Congress last Doecember,
| and Mexico will now put her finances on
| & prold basis, After May 1 the peso of a

' pears in $2,750,000 worth of copper, the | value of 50 cents in gold will become the

sales of which to China have hitherto been | standard of value, although the silver

included among thase to “all other coun-
tries.” The notable item is cotton cloth,

Mineral oil shows an increase of

The remainder of the increase
is scattered through the list in items of
various amounts, representing manufao-
tured tobacco, hog products, canned
beef, locommtives, electrical machinery,
wearing apparel, &c.

Trade with Japan shows the effect of
The notable item of increase is
raw cotton, $7,087,168, as compared with
$2,315,140 for the corresponding eight
months of 1004. Cotton cloth increased
from $15,000 to $673,000, while mineral
oil fell from $3,286,000 to $1,470, 000. Other
items, some showing increase and some
ghowing decrease, are either not re-

Empire.

| ported in detail or are scattered through

the general list.

Holding the present pace, our sales
to Japan for the fiscal year 19056 should
approximate $40,000,000 and our sales
to China $45,000,000, A very pretty
business.

The Religious Celebrations.

The closing of the Stock Exchange and
of other exchanges both’to-day, Good
Fridgy, and to-morrow, Edster Even, is
one of many indications of the increasing
deference to formal conventions which
is now paid in this country,

Besides the Christian fast and festival,
there occurs almost simultaneously the
Hebrew celebration of the Passover.
This Jewish celebration began at sun-
gpt on Wednesday evening and will be
continued for a week. Of the Jewish
population in New York, amounting now
to about three-quarters of a million, the
number of the strictly devout, as indi-
cated generally by attendance on the
synagogues, may be relatively small, but
the Passover as commemorative prima-
rily of the slaying of Egypt's firstborn
and of the exodus from Egyptian slavery
appeals to the intense race spirit of the
Jews, however wide may be their depar-
ture from ¢heir ancient faith.

The two Christian denominations most
numerous in New York are those which
have already given epecial regard to
Good Friday and Easter. To one of
these, the Roman Catholic, about a
third of the population of the town is
attached. The other, the Episcopal, con-
tains more than one-quarter of the
whole number of Protestant communi-
cants, and it is gaining more rapidly
than any other Protestant communion.
Moreover, even the Protestant Churches
which formerly rejeoted and repudiated
this fast and this festival as of “Popish
superstition,” now pay heed to their
celebration very generally.

As a consequence, the close of the
Lenten season and the incoming of the
Easter festival now receive formal and
hearty recognition from the whole body
of Christian believers in New York, and
together with the Jews, who are cele-
brating almost coincidentally the Pass-
over season, they make up the majority
of the inhabitants of the town. This,
therefors, has become a great holiday
time.

This year the Easter season comes
much later than usual and at a time of
the year when the milder weather is
favorgble for such a general popular
celebration. Easter Sunday will come
to New York at the actual opening of the
spring.

The late date in April at which Easter
comes this year is very unusual. Onply
in three years of the last century was
it as late or later: in 1886 on April 25, the
latest possible date, in 1850 on April 24
and in 1848 on April 23, Nor in the pres-

. 690 which shows an increase for the period | tender power,
" % o0 | Of $12,700,000, and which alone represents | free coinage is suspended, and *the
70 | nearly half our sales to the Chinese | emission of money of all kinds shall be

peso, or dollar, will remain as a circu-
lating medium with unlimited legal

reserved to the Executive,” subject to
laws for control and regulation.

From time to time assertions are made
that successful self-government is im-
possible in any Latin-American country.
The rule of such a man as PORFIRIO
Diaz is at least a very good substitute
for that institution, and we could wish
some of our other neighbors nothing
better than a ruler made in his image and
likeness. He has lifted his country out
of the mire of revolution and insurrec-
tion and his people into & life from
which they will not easily return to
their former condition,

Censoring Blilboards,

Bo little attention is paid by the phb-
lic to billboards and dead wall adver-
tisements hereabouts that the character
of the pictures displayed on them is not
a maiter of lively interest. In other
communities, however, considerable at-
tention is directed toward this subject,
and many communities enforce a strict
censorghip over all posters of this class
that are displayed within their bounds.
The Aldermen of Holyoke, Masa., have
adopted a new ordinance prohibiting
the exhibition of certain classes of theat-
rical posters. It is typical of all such
enactments, and is worth reading:

* Every such llcensee shall prevent his place of
amusement and any performance or exhibition
thereln from being adverused by means of pletorial
posters, placards or show bills which have not been
epproved by the City Marshal, or by some person
designated by Lim. No posters, placards or show
bills which are lewd, Indecent or vulgar, or which
plctorially represent the commission or attempt
to commit any erime or bodily violence, shall be
exhibited or displayed within the city; nor shall
any theatrical exhibition, play or performance be
advertised on any poster, placard or show blll
within the city, by any name or title which indi-
cates that the exhibition, play or performanoce
portrays, represents, shows, enacls, or explalng
scenes of lmmorality or the commission of, or at-
tempt to commit, crimes against chastity, The
City Marshal shall exclude all posters, placards
or show bills which violate the above provisions.”

The “licensee” referred to is the in-
dividual holding a city license for a
place of amusement, Some cities have
their markhals go about and paste strips
of white paper over objectionable por-
tions of posters, but Holyoke's Alder-
men regarded this as tendind to make
their city ridiculous, and would hLave
none of it.
strict one, however, and {ts enforce-
ment would bother the owners of many
theatrical organizations.

Mr. Roosevelt and the Iroquois Club.

Chicago prepares itself for the coming
of Mr. RoOSEVELT, who is to be its guest
in late May. “No Republican club shall
take him away from us,” says the Hon,
CHARLES F. GUNTHER, president of the
club; “we want to honor him as the first
man in the nation, as the' President of
all the people, Democrats as well as
Republicans, " as “a typical American.*
This welcome from a Democratio
society which has been hot enough in
its Democratic partizanship is honor-
able to the members of the club, to the
personal qualities of Mr. ROOSEVELT
and to the Democratic fairmindedness

ent century will it be so late again until |

1016, on April 23, in 1843-0on April 25 and

movable feasts of the Christian year the
time of Easter determines the times of
all the rest,

Mexico With the 144 On.

For the information of those inter-
ested, and also for those who ought to be
interested, the Department of Commerce
and Labor has recently issued a mono-
graph dealing with commercial condi-
tions in Mexico and with American com-
mercial interests in that country,

The transformation of Mexico from
an ever ebullient and sorely disorganized
political institution into & land of peace,
progress and prosperity has been one
of the striking features of recent world
history. From 1810 to 1876 Mexico was
a land of war, tumult and civil strife, It
was & land of perpetual revolt, with
bloodshed and desolation as its ever at-
tendant spirits. In less than thirty
years one etrong man has given it a
place among the nations, with every
promise that it will hold its place, Its
relations with the United States are now
close and intimate, and American activ-
ity has contributed much toward Mexi-
can development, In fact, it {s quite
dificult to say what Mexico would be
to-day had it not been made a field of
American activities,

While our political relations with our
neighbor have been most amicable for
many years, special interest centers {n
our contribution to and participation
in her material development. In 1878
we bought from her $4,346,364 worth of
merchandise. In 1004 we bought §43,-
628,275 worth, or ten times as much.
During the same time our exports to
Mexico have increased from $5,048,830
to $45,844,720, The greater part of this
increase has come during the last ten
In 1804 our sales were $12,8432,149,
Our increased purchases from Mexico
antedate her increased purchases from
us, and in 1584 we took from her a little
more than $28,000000 worth of her
products. Imports and exports are now
fairly balanced, with a small margin in
our favor. The total commerce for the

Exports to Mexico, $183,000,000; imports
from Mexioo, -
A marked tn Mexioan:

and appreciation of his eagerness for
an all around “square deal.”

It is also another bit of testimony to
the prevailing onesidedness of national
politics, the formlessness and nebulous-
ness of Democratio policies and the will~
ingnesas to let the new era of good feeling

{n 2000 on April 23. As the central of the | 15t 88 long as it can.

The subjoined autoblographio announoe-
ment and summary of experience will in-
terest all students of Nature in her awful
moods, and likewise of Col. WATTERSON.
We copy from the editorial columna of the
CourierJournal:

* I have séood awestruck In the presence of the
Fveriasting, solemn, sliemt, Impenetrable, a8 (¢

! rises out of the Iofinite, and scems 1o stand wateh

and guard over the Ages, upon the unchanglog
battlements of the Jungfrau and the Elder; have
wandered heart-full, and sometimes tear-eyed,
through the fastnosses of the Rockies and the Alps:
have seen song and story reflecied from hillwp
and forest In the waters, about Storm King and
The Dalies, about Bingen snd Bleanerhasseit's
1sland.”

No doubt the Colonel has stood as stated,
and has stood pat. Who would not have
admired to soe him standing awestruck

on the Eider?
EeeE—————
The World Famous Yreka Bakery.
From the Yreka Journal,

Old Wmers here contend that neither Olllig por
Noonan ever owned the Yreka Bakery. It was an
opposition or new bakcry opened carly in 1855,
where the Bee Hive store. opposite the Journal
ofMoe, now stands, kept by Fred Beng., On belng
burned down the bakery was moved on Miner
street 10 the cepter of the same blook, and changed
bands several times, but was never owned or kept
by sither Qulig or Noonan.

Weords of Eleven Syliables,

To Tar Eprron of THR SUN—Sir: Referring
10 the letter from “E. 8. E..” which appears in your
{ssue of to-day, and to his statement that the long-
est word to write I8 “disproportionableness.* what
do you think of “disestablishmentalizationalisi”?
It was, 1 belleve, colned by Disraell and applied
by him to Giadstone, WILLIAM A. THOMPSON,

NEw YORK, April 0.

The Prayer of the Poets,

Our pens are poised In readiness
To paint the fateful battieshook;

War's turmoll reigns

Within our brains, /
The Muse is walting ‘round the block;
Put, Mars—don't let that sea Aght have
A name with syllables by tens,

Are long, unshaves cognomens.
O God of War!—don't make ||, pray,
Pegin with “sfwz"—and end next day!

Weo wagt & sweet, melodious word
To give a rhythm to out lay,

The former system of |

Their ordinance is a very |

l
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FACT AND FICTION ABOUT CUBAN
POLITICS,

WasuiNgron, April 20.—A fair knowl.
edge of political conditions in Europe is
possesaxd by a considerable number of
Americans, yot fow there Le among us who
have any knowledge whatever of the poli-
tica of our fsland neighbor. It Is a general

| misfortune that there are many who think

they know all about them. Thousands of
our oitizens have visited the island, and,
having breathed its air, have returned
with a convietion that (hey have also ab-
sorbed a competent knowledge of it poli-
tios. Many who would be sorely puzzled
over many issues in the politics of their
own land believe that by some mysterious
intuition they have become experta in the
political affairs of our neighbor, This
leads to unfortunate results, The interests
of the United States and Cuba are closely
linked. Misconoception in regard to in-
sular conditions ean only be followed by
clouds in an atmosphers which should be
clear. The Cuban campaign threatens to
pressnt features which will tend toseparate
the two oountries rather than to draw them
together.

A few days ago an American journal of
standing and repute published an article,
of more than a column in length, presum-
ably for the purpose of furnishing informa-
tion in regard to the eituation in Cuba.
It was permeated with gross inaccuracies,
An initial declaration was that “a great
party, with fair prospecta of success, has
accomplished something llke organization
out of various elements. Ita energies are
directed against Americans and Ameri-
canism.” The writer of this assertion
would have quite as much difficulty in
proving its accuracy as he would have in
proving the truth of his later statement
regarding the transfer of sugar estates from
Cuban ownership to the hands of “moneyed
men from the States ”

*“Cuba for the Cubans” is not a eory to
which Americans should take any excep-
tion. It may be pro-Cuban, but that term
is not a synonym for anti-American.
years thare have been, and for years there
will be, Cubans to whom the idea of annexa-
tion to the United States is as objectionable
as a similar idea is to our neighbors on the
north. In neither case does it signifly a
national enmity to the United Btates, or
even anti-Americanism. The American

who has gone to Cuba and found hatred or |

dislike to Americans and Americanism has
merely encountered an individual expres-
slon which very probably had its root in
some reasonable cauro of offers>.

A competent investigation would have
shown the general falsity of any assertion
of pnational anti-Americanism, just as a
competent analysls would have shown
that out of 17¢ sugar estates in operation
last year sixty-eight were owned by Cubans,
five by Cubans and Spaniards in partoer-
ship, two by Cubans and Americans in
partnership and twenty-two by Ameri-
cans, Of the entire sugar output of the
island last eeason only 1572 per cent.
came from plantations which have been
*purchased by moneyed men from the
States.” Outof the twenty-two reported as
of American ownership more than half are
owned by native Cubans who have become
Americans by naturalization, and some of
the remainder have been the property of
Americans for many years,

For the reason that the ocommentator
{immediately under oconsideration may be
taken as typical attention may be given
to another of his errors. That deals with
political conditions in their party aspect.
He refers to Cuba’s political parties as the

The repercussions of the sounds of | Radicals and the Conservatives. Cuban
Jefferson Day oratory have not had time | parties dt=ignate themselves as Liberals
to die away before the Iroquois Club of | and

Moderates. The Libe:a's are the suc-
cessors of the former Nationals, and the
Moderates are the successors of the Repub-
licans. Sundry feeble attempta have been
made during the last five years to organize
a so-called Conservative party, but the
organization has had little place in Cuban
affairs. The line of difference in the al-
legod alms and purposes of Moderates and
Liberals is exceedingly vague. Cuba is
addicted to party organization rather for
the purpose of forming a group at the
head of which some particular leader may
stand, than with the desire to emphasize
some special policy. -

Many have become dissatisfled with the
administration of President Palma. For

two and a half yeass he avoided any party |

affiliation. During the latter part of Janu-

ary of this year he announced bis definite |

oconnection with the Moderate party. The
step was political and was taken with a
view to reslection. This led to the resigna-
tion of his Cabinet and to a split in the
party. A strong faction declared ita faith
in José Miguel Gomez of Santa Clara,
whom our misinformed commentator calls
“a leader of Radicals.” He 18 really the
candidate of bolting Moderates and is likely
to give Seflor Palma a very hard run. The
Liberal candidate i not yet openly inthe
fleld. Unless there shall come, as is possi-
ble, a coalition of Liberals and the José
M giel Gomez Modeia'es, Liberal support
will probably be given to Geh. Emilio Nufiez,
who would have the approval of Gen.
Maximo Gomez, a weighty consideration.
A very pretty littla flirtation is golng on
between José Miguel and the Liberals, and
they may yet get together. In that case
the influence of Gen. Maximo would go to
him. The old military leader is now at
odds with his former friend, Sefior Palma,
to whom he gave loyal support in the elec-
tion of 1001

On party lines the Cuban Congress is
now opposed to President Palma. The
rocently elected President of the Senate,
Sefior Manuel Sanguilly, is an Independent,
which merely means that he is neither a
Liberal nor & Moderate. The Vice-Presi-
dent of that body is Alfredo Zayas, s Lib-
eral. The Senate stands with nine Moder-
ates, thirteen Liberals and Sefior S8anguilly.
Tha Speaker of the House 1a a José Miguel
Gomez Moderate, and the body consists
at present of thirty-two Liberals, twenty-
four Moderates and five Independents.
In the thirty-two Liberals there are in-
cluded the bolting Moderates of Banta
Clara Provinoe.

The ever ready tongue of scandal & par-
tioularly aotive just now with tales of dis-
creditable political scheming on the part
of the Administration and its little clique
of active supporters, Capote, Zaldo and
Parraga. It 18 declared that every effort
is being made to create an official machine
to be used, or misused, in the interest of
Seffor Palma. It is said that the fiat has
gone forth that none except loyal Palma
Moderates shall bold office and that the
faithful thus recognized are subject to
an assessment of 3 per cent. per month on
their salaries for the good of the cause.
The Cubans have no need to come to us to
study the game of practical politics,

Except that José Miguel Gomez is some-
what less disposed to bend a bumble knee
toward Washington than Estrada Palma is,
there is no ground on which to charge him
with anti-Americanism. President Palma
has ever been listening for the crack of an
American whip about his heels. Gomez
would be more disposed to stand on the

right t to be free and »
and on deolarstion of the Cuban Con-
stitution that * the of Cuba are hereby

For |

|

| State." He would probably say: “If that
| be anti-Americanism, crack your whip
| und make the most of it." Me stands for
| Cuba, but i not hostile to the United States,
and he has many strong friends in this
Sountry and among Americans resident
in Cuba.

An effort will undoubtedly be made to
Play the Unitod States in the Cubpn cam-
Paign, and a propaganda in the interest of
Mr. Palma may be looked for on this side of
the Florida straita. For the welfareof the
mutual intercsts of Cuba snd the United
States, amateur commentators should pro-
©eed with caution. They should not state,
s did the writer referred to in the fore-
ROIng, that Palma's meesage gave the in-
Cease In American exports under the
reciprocity treaty as from 40 to 42 per cent.,
while the Bureau of Statistios in Washirg-
ton reported the increase as 10 per cent.
Neither said anything of the kind. Mr.
Pu:l/m. sald that the United States supplied
40’3 per cent. of Cuba's total imports in
1003 and 4235 per cent. of the total in 1004.
The Bureau of Statistics reported that
American exports to Cuba in 1004 exceeded
those of 1008 by 38.9 per cent.

Amateur commentators should remember
that dnistakes in figures and in politics are
exceedingly easy for-those who don't know.

The Burlington Magazine for April,

The leading article in the April number of
the Burlington Magarine is devoted to an ex-
h‘nmlvn consideration of the “Portrait of
Philip 1V.,” the recently acquired Velasquez
in the Boston Museum, about the authenticity
of which picture there has been such a storm
of controversy the past few months, Mr.
Frauncls Lathrop, the writer of the artiole, will
be hailed Daniel-wise by Bostonians particu-
larly, and by Americans in general, since he
upholds the evidence pro with his undisputed
knowledge in the matter he discusses, and
sweeps away the supposed evidence con with
the brush of his scholarship. Mr, Lathrop
Was one of the committee of experts com-
missioned to examine this picture and report
upon {t. He examined the canvas micro-
scopically and the article gives an interesting
| account of his confirmatory conclusions.
Lathrop believes that the possession of this
picture by an American museum is & reason
for congratulation with our collectors end
connoisseurs, inasmuch as it is & peculiarly
rare example of a certain period In Velas-
quez's art about which hangd much mystery
and obscurity. Moreover, it {s an example
of palnting notable alike In its admirable
qualities as a work of art and as marking a
most important stage in the development and
career of its artist. Mr, Lathrop’s article (s
fllustrated by an exquisite reproduction in
photogravure, which forms the frontisplece
of this number, and by five other plates in
collotype, four of which are comparative
portraits.

An article on *"Archaio Chinese Bronzes,*
by Prof. C. J. Holmes, follows, and is of great
interest, inasmuch as it traces the chronologi-
| cal sequence of such Chinese works of art, the
literature on which subject has been exceed-
ingly scanty. Prof. Holmes pays a compli-
ment to American collections by suggesting
that even more light may be thrown ypon his
subject when it becomes possible fo study
some of the fine oollections of Oriental objets
d'art to be found in this country. The article
is generously illustrated by five full page
plates,

The firat part of Mr, J. Starkie Gardner's
article on “Charies II. Silver at Welbeck”
brings to notloe a little-studied phase of the
English silversmith’'s art. Thia article is
fllustrated by reproductions of objects in the
collection of the Duke of Portland, K. O,

Mr. R. 8. Clouston's sixth article on “Eng-
lish Furniture Makers of the Fighteenth Cen-
tury”® concerns fitself with the designs of
Robert and Richard Gillow. Mr. Clouston
says in concluding: *If Richard Gillow had
thought it worth his while to publish a book
of designa about the same time as Hepple-
white produced the ‘Guide,” there might well
be two opinions as to whose name we should
now use in describing the style.”

In this number {s begun Mr, Herbert P.

Mr, |

INTERMARRIAGE OF CHRISTIANS

AND JEWS.

——
The Editor ¢f the Jewith Encycloprdia
Calls for & Declslon ¢f the Question.

To Tne Entron oy THe Sun—5Sir The Jow-
Ish layman, aftor reading o his newspaper-
which, In most cases, I his only postgrad -
uate textbook for the study of life—about one
of the most burning questions of Jewish the-
ology, Intermarriage, opinlons so divergent
as those represented hy your two correspon-
dents, Messrs, lazarre and Oppenheimer,
must feel some distress in his poor heart
and head: for both of these organs are equally
involved in this life issue of his race. Toadd
to his confusion be found in his paper of Mon-
day last extracts from the seérmons, held on
the day previous, in New York and Chicago
respectively, in the two most eminent syna.
m.u”o(thol‘nhndHutan,’bmplell’.mmu-u
and Sinal, one rabbi, Dr. Joseph Kilvarman,
pitilesaly condemning the fusion of Jew and
FGentile, while Dr. Emil G, Hirsch seemsa to
strotch his blessing hand over the loving
Judeo-Christian couple, A few historical
and statistical facts on this subject culled
from the Jewish Encyclopedia and the Alige-
meine Zeung des Judenthume of March 17
ln* may therefors be of interest to the gen-
eral reader just at this two.

To begin with the Hible: The r\lrllrfhd
law forbfddlnu the descendants of Wbraham
to intermarry with the idolatrous Canaanites
((len. xxlv, 8 xxvi, 84, &c.) was con+
firmed- by the Deuteronomic prohibition
(vif, 9. 4 "Thy danghter thou shalt not give
unto his [the Canaanite’s] ®on, nor his duugh-
ter shalt thou take unto thy son—for they will
turn away thy son from following me that
they may serve other gods.” From Ezra
onward this prohibition was extended to s
Gengiles (I-Zv.rl. ix., 1, 2; X., 10, 11; Nehemiah
x, 1) and accordingly the Taw was thns
interproted and codifiad by Maimonides, th
great Spanish philosopher and Talmudist
tho twelfth century, ‘The many cases O
Kiblical intermarriages with pagan ‘women,

s those of the patriarch Joseph and the great
awgiver Moses himself, deserve st ast
passing allusion in this place,
| Intermurriages between Christlans and

Jews were first prohibited by the Christian
Fmperor Constantinus in £30, under penalty
of death. Tuis prohibition  was confirmed
hy the Church councils of Agdes (%04) and
R‘\ﬂmn (830), and the Kings Tadislaus T, and
Andrew of Hungary (1077, 173%). The Great
Ranbedrin oonvened by Napoleon I, in 1807
declared that “marriages between Israsnlites
and Christians when conclnded in ancordance
{ with the eivil ende are valid, and thouxh they
ecannot be solerunized by tho religions rites ol
Judaism, they should not be suhiect to
the rabbinical anathema.® The Rabhimesl
Conference of Brunswick, Germapy, in 1844,
d?uc‘"i'd “The murlnro of a lew with a
Christian woman or with
monothelstic religion 1s not prohibited if the
children of such icsue are permitted by the
State to be brought np in the Israelitish re-
liglon.” The great German reformer Abra-
ham CGeiger, however, in spite of his othere
wise religlous radicalism, as member o the
first Jewish synod, held at Leipeic in 1860, de-
[ clared himself against intermarnage “a3

being Injurions to the {mu-o of the home 4
to thepreservation of the Jewish faith. he
[ position i4 takan by the great leader of
A &lnn Reform Judaism, David Einhorn
(Jewish Times, 1870), the late father-in-law
of Dr. K. Kohler, president of the Hebrew
Unfon College, and Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, the
representative of the axtreme left wing of
reﬂtionn radicalism, who avidently ehares
the opinion of his fatlier, Rabbi Samuel Hirsch,
who declared bimself in favor of intermar-
riage.

S0 much as to the dactrine. T.etus now look
At the facts us lhrn have developed within
the 1ast two or three decades in central
and western Furope. In Austria there were
from 1998 to 1000 yearly 5,073 marriages be-
tween Jews, and 130 miced w-dlocu-t")n
Hungary during the same period 0,f84 Jewish
and 418 mived marriages took place. The
capitals of both countries are the storm cen-
ters, Thus, In Hudapest every fiftcenth Jew
marries a Christian woman, while wiready
every fourteenth Jewess 8 wedded to a

Christlun.

In (iermany in 1008 there were 38531
marriages hetween Jews, 407 between Jews
and  Protestants, and 1338 between Jews
and Roman Catholics, In Prussia proper-—
here wn;: Perlin as the natural centar of grav.
itation—thers took place from 1398 to 1907
searly 607 marriaces between Jews, and
12 mised marriages, 1 e., every sicth Jew

and Jewess rnarried out of the Yn\éh and
race, In Australia, England, Italy, France,
Sweden and Denmark mixed marriages are

of every day ocourrence. In Copenhagen in
the vears 1880-1831 they formed 35 per cent.,
in 189.-1903 45.6 per cent. of the Jewish mar-

ringes,
Afchmh the 5,189,000 (uo:;‘ Jaws in Russia,
the 811,371 (1900) Jews in u«rha Gallcia
and their brethren in Rumania, Bnkovina
and the Orfent still represent the firm bul-
warks of oid time Judaism, the colonists going

Horpe's illuminative blography of "Andrea
dal Castagno,” this first part being devoted
to that artist’s early life. S0 much confusion
has existed concerning the life of this artist
that an suthoritative biography will be wel-
comed, inasmuch as it brings to light so many
interesting things, the result of a vast amount
of researoh upon the part of its writer,

Under the heading of “Notes on Various
Works of Art" are several short articles of
unusual interest by Mr. Roger E. Fry, Mr,
James W. H. Weale and others.

Miss May Morris's article on “The Ascoli
Cope” last month is followed in this number
by one on “The Plenza Cope,” another re-
markable example of Opus Anglicanum,

The April Burlington contains various
editorials, communications, forelgn corre-
spondence, notes of forthcoming exhibitions
the world over and a bibliography of current
works on art.  In this department |t is sig-
nificant to notice the review, by Dr. 8. W,
Bushell, of the superb de¢ Iuxe “Catalogue of
the Morgan Collection of Chinese Porcelains, *
the edition of 250 copies having been designed
and executed by Mr. Robert Grier Cooke,
New York, for Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan for
private distribution. Probably no work of
the sort has surpassed this volume {n typog-
raphy or illustration, its seventy-seven plates
in color being remarkable achievements in
the reproduction of objete d'art. There is
little wonder that Dr. Bushell refers to this
volume with enthusiasm.

“Universal Precedent.™

To ™s Epivor or Tar SvrN—Sir: You
are to ba congratulated. You are doing
& great work in this Equitable matter. They
are nearly inu the open.

Hyde's letter to Frick can ba regarded only
6% & bold play by a desperate man. It was
evident that this matter was coming out.
He quickly takes this step, admits the ugly
truths and thereby thinks to delude the com-
munity into thinking that It cannot be any-
thing very terrible that he has done, since he
speaks of it so frankly. Able and ingenious;
but it won't do! That letter carries its own
condemnation.

“Universal prooedent”™? There is the kernel
of the whole matter. Undoubtedly there
aro directors in many large fduclary institu-
tions who have the power to use the moneys
of these Institutions, and who do use them
for their own profit. It can be done In several
ways. In this instanoe the syndioate was
formed apparently to underwrite—that is,
to buy without advanciug any money to
epoak of —securities, which securities they
forthwith sold through themselves as di-
rectors of the Equitable to the Equitable at
an enhunced price from the underwriting
price, calmly putting this profit into their
own pockets. It matters not whether they
sold ull or only a part of the securities they
underwrote to the Equitable. The under-
Iying principle is the same.

This is the kind of transsotion which Hyde
says has the sanction of universal precedent,
He means it has the sanction of such directors
of fiduciary institutions as have grown rich
from Jjust such methods, It has not the ap-
proval of anv man possessed of even an
ordinary sense of bonesty. I hopethat pub.
lic opinlon, now aroused, will not rest,

New Yorx, April 20. OBSERYER.

Whittling Missour! Judge.
From the Kansas Clty Journal,

Judge Pepper of Jopiin is sald 10 be the champlon
whittler of Missourl. Whenever engaged In the
trial of & oase Judge Pepper takes but his kaife and,
securing & soft pine stick, commenoes o whittle,
Usually by she time court adjourns the eourt reom
1o0ks like a planing mul

We welcome the Country Oclendar, the latest ao-
cesalon 1o the number of besutiful magasines desl-
ing with owtdoor life and counwry pumults. The
May number, with whioh It opens Ite career,
some notable coutributors. QGrover Cieveland,
fsherman, writes of sport and outdoor life, John
Burroughs of May, Secretary Wison of the farmer,
There are claborate sarilcles om the young gol
cagle and on Mr. Whitelaw Reid's Ophir P
shorier essay s on hees and nitrogen and
Toe several sides of
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forth from them to C reat Britain and her col-
onies and, ahove all, to the United States,
| are already close to the dauger line, as the
| Pastor-<tokes marriage demonstrates.
{ " July net the Cantral Conference of Ameri-
can Rabbis, numbering about 150 progres-
sive Jewish theologisns, will meet at Cleve-
| Iand. 1t may perhaps
| the _present cireumstances, to ask these
[ = irftual Ieaders of American Judaism to
s{:al\'e a few nuestions of purely profossional
| character and to discuss instead with absolute
| frankness some of the vital problems facing

| the vast Jewish conxlomeration of our eoun- |

| try, thus continuing the glor!oua work of the
| Conferonces of Philudelphia (1%609) and Pitts-
| barg (18%%), The thoughts and feelings as

well as the politieal, social and economic con-
dlitions of the 50900 Jewish immigrants who
landed on these shores from 1881 to 190, und
of their children born and raised in America,
necessarily diverge dally more and more
Y from the status of the brethren left bahind.
| “And in the sane measur~ religion, this curious
compound of metaphyeics, peycholoxy and
| sonomics, takes another shape with the Yan-
kee ohlldren of l1srael. To formulate for thelr
| practieal use a religions platform in hlrﬂmny
with the loftiest ideals of humanity and the
best  principles of  American eitizenhood
should he the ambition of the next Sanhedrin
of (Cleveland, ISIDOR SINGER,

New Yorg, April 19,

A Berkshire Business Man,

To TaE PoITOR OF THE SUK—Sir: In your edl-
torial of to-day you omit to mention in connection
with the Republican nomination for Licutenant-
Governor of Massachusetis the name of the Hon.
William Brown Plunkett of Adams. Here in Boston
we have learned to respect and admire the business
abllity of “favorite sons” ef the Berkshire Hills.
Governor Crane gave us great Republioan plurall-
ties and splendid administrations. We bave prac-
tically declded 1 name for Governor ihe present
Lioutenant Governor, Curtls Gulld, Jr., & man of
many and brilllant stlalnments and & newspaper
man: and Mr. Plunkett as his “running mate” is the
best suggestion thus far made. Mr. Plunkets s &
man of the Crane type; & business man pure and
simple, yet & Republioas who was sufficlently
esteemed by Mr, McKinley 10 act as one of his ad-
visers durlog the framing of the MoKinley bill,

1f we Republican ticket ia to be sucoessful In
the Bay State this fall, it will be so begause the
party Lias strengthencd the toket with & business
man who will stand squarely upon the platform
prepared by the Republican State convention. 1f
“the shocmaker who knocked out Bates in 1004" Iy
aga!n triumphaat, It will only be beoduse the con-
servalive business interests of the Siate prefer
him,

For my part 1 seleot Gulld and any prominent
Berksh re business man--a combination of Boston
and Derksalre, & great Republioan plurality and &
splendid  administration. “Gulld snd Plunkest”
means viclory. BOSTONTAN,

Boerox. April 18

Stern Criticism of Certaln Shopkeepers,
To tas Forron oF TEE SUN--Sir: You speak in
& sarcasilo manner of Whe proposition s loense
butchers, &c¢.. but when It s considered how great
& change & fow yeArs bhave brought about o our
community, In ue type of the small store and shop
keeper and of tLe racial and other charsoieristics
of those who largely handle the meats, vegetables,
frult and even the bread which constitutes the mate-
rial part of the dally food of the peopie, It would
sppear that Lhere s now oceasion for the luter-
vention of some systematic oMolal supervialon,
The maaner of transporting meats, &c., by the
rallrosd and express companies and the ordinary
bhandlers 18 oareless, repugnant to good taste and
often postively indecent, 8a Is Indecd true also of
the manners ahd cusioms of dealing with vege.
tables, frulls, confectionery, &o., plled up or spread
about on \he sidewalk and the floor of the shop or
booth and exposed 0 the contact of animals. dogs
and cats and, through the medium of every passing
breeze. (o the desicoated Alth of the strees,
Smoking. & habit almost universally (ndulged in
by shopkeepers, should also be interdicted. A litle
observation will readily lead one 1o Whis conelusion.
NEw Youx, Apri 20, Jomx ¥. CuLrms,

In the Grand Stand,
Enloker—Do you think ignorance i al®aye bliss?
Pocker—Not when you bave to stop & the most
exciting pars of the game and explala ¢ & girl why
that man s running.
T —————
Blusbeard Explained,
*Is waa the only way 10 keep her from house-
leaning that room,” be sald,
Retroating 0 the Forbidden Ohamber, be en-
Joyed & litle pesoe,

CEe——

From e 8. Lowis Globe-Democrat.

Mala are not considered 1o
m-nmm_!_g‘wf""
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WANT SUNDAY KEPT HOLY.

Sabbath Committee Appeals for Enforce-
ment of Law or Its Repeal,

The opening of the sporting season in-
duced the Sabbath committee to lssue an
appeal yesterday for the preservation of
Sunday. The appeal is signed by Willlam
W. Hoppin, chairman of the committee,
A. . Agnew, John E. Parsons, Eugene A.
Philbin, Frederick Sturges, Robert L. Mait
land, J. Edgar Leayeraft, Edward C. Parish,
John F. Phayre, Joseph H. Chapman,
Theodore Gilwan, E. Francis Hyde, Gerard
Beekman, W, M. Isaacs, Willlam A. Smith,
W. W. Atterbury, Jobn Noble Stearns
and Willlam 8. Hubbell.

“If the community does not desire the
continuance of Bunday as a day of rest
and religious uses, then the law is out of
place and should be repealed,” says the
committee's appeal to the public, “Not a
soction here and a section there, but the
whole law should be erased from the
statute Looks. These laws are a complete
whole and etand or fall together.

“The three offenders most difficult to
deal with are the theaters, the ball players
and the liquor saloons. The issue is squarely
this:' Can these persons carry on their
business and their sports and Bunday be
preserved as a day of rest? Those who
say deliberately, ‘We want an open Sun-
day’ are at least bonest and their position
is {oxlcnl: thowse who say, ‘We do not want
an open SBunday, but are in favor of oFPn
saloons, open theaters or public baseball
games and sports’ are illogical.

“Within the last three or four years,
under the guise of concerts, entertainments
of the stage have crept in, most of them
vaudeville showe, steadily encroachin

any adherent of & |

nd |

not be amise, under

on the law, until now some thirty sue
places are open on Sunday.

Public baseball games are contrary to
law in thirty-eix States of the Union, in-
cluding New York. They are invariably
attended with noise and disorderly crowds.
Instead of keeping young men out of saloons

ness.

“Statistics of Sunday arrests and Tuee-
! day arrests by the police show by com-
| parison the extent to which crimes of vio-
I Rmf-o are aggravated by the sale of liquor

on Sunday.

“The direet tendency of these efforts to
turn Sunday into a day devoted to public
amusements appears in the recent revival
of Bunday work. This can be seen on the
Lexington avenus improvements of the
New York Central Railroad, on the work
of the Pennsylvania Rallroad tunnel on
Thirty-third street, on the Hippodrome
building at Sixth avenue and Forty-third
street and other places,

“A pleasure Sunday leads as directly to
a labor Sunday here as in Europe. The
ultimate result would be that one-Lalf
the coramunity must work on Sunday in
order that the other half be entertained.”

GOES ON SPOONING BEANS.

#35,000 Legacy Can Wait for Tom Smith
to Wind Up ¥iis Contraet.

Thomas 8mith, a young Irishman, whe
presides over the lunch counter of a
saloon at 683 Sixth avenue, was cutting
! a hot roast beef sandwich, price five cents,
; the other morning, when an envelope bear-

ing the Dublin postmark was handed to
him. The letter contained a draft for £100
and the announcement that young Smith's
father bad dled on March 190 and left him
about £7.000. Smith put the draft and
letter in his pocket and handed out a plate
of beans to the next man.

Smith is 28 and a man of silence. Some-
how his story got out and to a BUN reporter
yesterday he admitted that it was true.

His father, he said, was & dealer in woolen

oods in King street, Dublin, and mortal
fond of sports. At one time even,accord-
inﬂ‘ to Smith, his father rode to hounds
Vi

the Prince of Wales, now King Edward

The story is that about five years uﬁo
Smith fell In love with a Scoteh girl who
| is a Presbyterian. He being a
| Catholic, her parents objected to the mateh,

and so he left for America. Smith now
| Lelieves that when he goes back to Dublin
1

Roman

in October to get hia inheritance Le will
get the girl, too. The £7,000 he believes will
make for religious toleration on the part
of his future parents-in-law. When asked
how he could contain his soul in patience
until October he said:

“] have a contract with me hoss until
then. And money is something that won't
spoll: it will keep. Me lawyer and me
three sisters in Dublin will take care of me

property.”
And Smith cut another hot roast beel.

| BOUQUETS FOR COMR. SHIELDS.

Everybedy From Judges to Scrubwomen
Congratalates Him,

United States Commissioner John A.
Shields, who ocelebrated yesterday the
fiftisth anniversary of the day he began
service in the offios of the clerk of the Unitad
States Circuit Court, was kept busy all day
receiving gifts and congratulations. His
desk was full of flowers,

Early in the day Federal Judges Wallaoce,
Townsend, Lacombe and Coxe summoned
the Commissionar to the court room and
offered their compliments in the form of
a resolution, which was given to Deputy
Clerk 8. D. Edick for entry on the records
of the court.

Later in the day the employees of the
office, through United States Circuit Judge
Townsend, presentad to the Commissioner
a traveling bag. Judge Townsend in
his presentation speech said that in his
Jeotures to Yale law students he had always
referred them to Commissioner Shields
of New York as the one man who had a
complete knowledge of the Federal practis»

A gorgeous inkstand was given to the
Com: ner by Mrs. Shields The women
cleaners of the Federal Building, some
of whom have been there as long as the
Commisaioner bimself, came in and con-
?md’ hhhhn. (bmmhalh &m&m»leldl, in
spite o 60 years, is 8 youn gest
man in bis office.

BIDS FOR BARGE CANAL BONDS.

Fisk & Robinson of This Ity Make High
est Ofer for Issue of 82,000,000,

ALBANY, April 20—~Bids were opened
at noon to-day for the sale of $2,000,000
worth of canal bonds, the first bonds issued
by the State undor the Barge Canal Im-
provement act. The highest bidder was
Fisk & Robinson of New York city, whioh
firm bid for the entire issue at 102.313 and
interest. d is for all or none, and
the issus will probably be sold to them.
Thelr bid is on a basis of 2.85 per cent. in-
terest. Comptroller Kelsey cousiders this

. vur{ good offer,
. ]
Fight bids in all were reoclved. The
other bi and their bids are: Moffatt
& White, New York, $2,000,000 or any part,
102.08 and interest; Liverpool, Lohdon and
Globe Insurance Comknn $100,000 at 101.07
and $200,000 at 100.567; Rov York State
National Bank, Albany, $50,000 at 1™
Century Bank, New Yor{gci(y. $! .0 at 101
and intereet; Hobart EKrum, Schoharie,
$7,000 at 100 and interest; State Comptroller,
as trustee for State funds, $1,000,000 at par
and interest.

Comptroller Kelsey this afternoon made
the award of the bondas 1o Fiske & Robinson
of New York.

Retiring Lead Co. Dircetors Reeleeted,

At thte cnnual stockholders' meeting of
the Nation:| Lead Company in Jersey City
yosterday four retiring directors, R. P
Bowe, C. F. Beale, G. 0. Carpenter and
C. F. Welles were reclected. A resolution
pmddhggn {f any of the preferred stock
were ret it sho be retired at no less
than 140 waa lost.

Flowers Asked for Blackwell's Island.

Mrs. Richard, M. Hunt requests those
who have plants that they no longer
want to send them to the Department of
Charities, foot of East Twenty-aixth street,
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these games too often help the saloon busi-
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